CS120-01 Assignment 3
Debate on Information Technology Ethics
Date Due: Monday, April 25, 2005
Introduction

1. You are experts who have been assembled to address information technology issues in the form of a debate

2. The debates will be judged primarily on the clarity and relevance of the arguments rather than on technical debating skill.

Grading

The debate is mandatory. You will be graded primarily on how well you presented your argument, the quality of your research and preparation, and your presentation skills. 

Debate Mechanics

1. A debate team should consist of four people.

2. All members of the debate team must participate (speak). A single member of the team should take each segment.

3. The debate format will be as follows:

3 minute opening from affirmative 
3 minute opening from negative 

2 minute rebuttal from affirmative 
2 minute rebuttal from negative 

2 minute rebuttal from affirmative 
2 minute rebuttal from negative 

2 minute closing from affirmative 
2 minute closing from negative 

10 minute Q & A period from audience/panel 

Audience evaluation: feedback form and vote from the audience.

Additional Submission

Each group must submit a 2 page, word processed document before the start of the debate. 

1. 1 page outlines the argument for their side.

2. 1 page cites the references searched.

Suggestions for Debating

1. Listen very carefully to your opponents.  Rebuttals are only as strong as your ability to undermine their arguments with evidence or carefully constructed counterarguments of your own.

2. Arguments should be made from logical constructions, almost like a mathematical proof. You should avoid emotional argumentation, that is "I'm right because everyone knows that it's right."

3. Arguments should be supported with expert opinions, gathered from your research. Also avoid citing sources that seem dubious or that are unsupportable unless they are personal anecdotes designed to create the foundation for a point.

4. You will be cut off at the end of the time limit. This means that you need to practice timing your responses to ensure that you've made your argument within the time allowed. Otherwise the audience will be left hanging.

5. The first and last impressions are most important. Make sure that you have good openings and closings for your debate.  Make sure your closing statements address the arguments of your opponents.

6. Don't worry about getting every little bit of information out there. Your listeners will respond much better to clear argumentation. Speak slowly and clearly. This is very important to remember, especially under the stress of speaking in front of an audience. Speak for clarity not for volume.

Topics

1. The Napster Case. The issue of copyright online.
2. Taxation of Internet sales

3. Online privacy
